37

life-time, the other coparceners taking by
survivorship will be liable for the debts of the
deceased coparcener to the extent of the interest
of the deceased coparcener at the time of his
death.

(in) Any Hindu can marry any Hindu.

(iv) The prohibited degrees of   relationship    for
marriage are restricted.

(v)  The prohibition relating to marriage with the

same Gotra or Pravara is removed.

These changes are important, but it is too early to gauge their
effect on Hindu society,

(v)   Special Marriage Act

89.    The Special Marriage Act came into force in the State

_       ,    ,,            in 1908. The principal featuie of the Act

^Special     Marriage    wag   ^ whereas m the Bntlsh Jndian

law the parties to the marriage had to
declare that they did not belong to Christian, Jewish, Hindu,
Mahomedan, Parsi, Buddhist, Sikh or Jam religion, it was
not necessary under the Baroda Act to make any such decla-
ration. The British Indian enactment came into line with the
Baroda Act in 1923. Considering that the Act provided for
special marriage as apart from the marriage prescribed by the
various personal laws of the people, the fact that 24 marriages
till the end of 1936-37 have been celebrated under the Act is
evidence of its need. Until now Hindus alone have taken
advantage of this enactment. Of the 24 marriages performed
under the Act, 10 have been of Deccames, 12 of Gujeratis, 1 of
a Madrasi and 1 of a Bengali.

(vt)   Sanyas Dlksha Restraint Act

90.   The Sanyas Diksha Restraint Act came into force
in the State on 9th November 1933.
Sanyas    Diksha       The  Act  prohlblts the  initiation   into
Restraint Act.             Sanyas of or giving Diksha to a minor.

The initiation or Diksha given to a minor is declared void
and of no effect on his legal rights and lesponsibihty. Such
initiation is also made punishable with imprisonment up to
one year and fine up to Rs. 500. The Act was mainly intend-
ed to remedy the grievance among Jains that children were
given Diksha to the eventual detriment of the institution of
Sanyas. Since the passing of this legislation no complaints
have been filed for breach thereof.